
March 26, 2020 – Fr Alain’s Address to the Parish 
 
On Tuesday, I addressed the entire parish by video to brief you on recent activities at our parish. More 
than 250 households watched the address. If you have not done so yet, click here. 
 
This written communication focuses entirely on the key results of the two virtual meetings we held last 
week, first with last Thursday’s Parish Council chaired by Steve Fisher, and then last Saturday’s Finance 
Council chaired by Dick Potter. The Parish Council will now meet every two weeks, and the Finance 
Council every week. I encourage you to pass on your suggestions to Steve, Dick, and me by email 
at office@olhoc.org, or by phone (301-645-7112). We will continue to keep you informed. 
 
Both Councils were appreciative of the fact that we are taking advantage of virtual catechesis and 
Mass.  For example, we continue teaching our 400 children in Religious Education utilizing the current 
online program. We also involve our Youth Ministry (about 60 of them) through virtual meetings (that 
include our youth group and groups from different parishes around the country). We continue the 
series, The Gift of the Eucharist at 7 pm tonight and next Thursday through via teleconference.  For 
more details on how to join, click here.  Fr. Ben and I began a series of live streaming events in our 
church, including daily and Sunday Masses. Just go to our OLHOC YouTube channel to watch them. 
   
 
The Finance Council, who also includes a member who is the Chair of the Parish Council, was 
unanimous in making some specific recommendations on how to maintain financial support to the parish 
so that we can continue serving all of you spiritually and also helping those in special need at this time. 
Click here to read the letter from the Finance Council.  
 
The Parish Council supports our goal of Spiritual Communion for all in these trying times and of 
strengthening your homes as a house of prayer.  Make your home a house of prayer. Your home is the 
domestic church. Keep Holy the Sabbath. Watch the live-streamed Sunday Mass together. Pray the 
Rosary, read the Bible, and on Sunday, have a joyful rest with your family. When watching Sunday 
Mass on our YouTube channel (11 am in English, 1 pm in French, or 7 pm in Spanish), join us in 
Spiritual Communion: 
  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.  I love You above all things and 
I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to 
You.  Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 
 
May God bless each of us and help us increase our FAITH and remove any fears we may have today! 
 
 
One in Christ, 
  
 
Fr. Alain 
 


